PHILOSOPHY  AND  BELIGION.                  375

selves; not of the different phases of society, but of
the different phases through which we pass ourselves
in our journey from childhood to old age. Who, if
he is honest towards himself, could say that the re-
ligion of his manhood was the same as that of his
childhood, or the religion of his old age the same as
the religion of his manhood ? It is easy to deceive
ourselves, and to say that the most perfect faith is a
childlike faith. Nothing can be truer, and the older
we grow the more we learn to understand the wisdom
of a childlike faith. But before we can learn that,
we have first to learn another lesson, namely, to
put away childish things. There is the same glow
about the setting sun as there is about the rising
sun: but there lies between the two a whole world,
a journey through the whole sky, and over the whole
earth.

The question therefore is not, whether there exist
these great differences of religion in the different
stages of each life, and in the different ranks of
society, but whether we shall frankly recognise the
fact, as the ancient Brahmans recognised it, and try
to determine accordingly our position not only to-
wards those who use the same words in religion
which we use, though with greatly varying meanings,
but also towards those who do not even use the same
words.

But then it is asked, Is it really indifferent whether
we use the same words or not, whether we use one name
for the Divine or many ? Is Agni as good a name as
Pra^apati, is Baal as good as Jehovah, or Ormazd as
good as Allah 1 However ignorant we may be as to the
real attributes of the Deity, are there not some at